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ABOUT ARP

The American Rescue Plan Act 2021 was signed into law by President Biden on March 11th, 

2021. This act provides U.S. cities and counties with $130.2 billion through December 31, 

2024.

The City of Durham will receive more than $50M as part of this allocation. These funds will be 

used to help offset revenue losses resulting from the pandemic, as well as fund other 

community needs. Specifically, these funds may be used to:

Support public health expenditures, by, for example, funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, 

medical expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff

Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including 

economic harms to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the 

public sector

Replace lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to the 

extent of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic

Provide premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who have and 

will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical infrastructure sectors

Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to 

improve access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and storm water 

infrastructure, and expand access to broadband internet

Within these overall categories, recipients have broad flexibility to decide how to best use this 

funding to meet the needs of their communities.

On January 6, 2022, the U.S. Treasury Department (Treasury) released the Final Rule 

(PDF) for the State and Local Coronavirus Fiscal Recovery Fund (Recovery Fund), which 

was authorized under the American Rescue Plan Act (PDF), and allocated $65.1 billion in 

direct, flexible aid to every city in America. The Final Rule will go into effect on April 1, 2022. 

However, a city can choose to take advantage of the Final Rule’s new flexibilities and 

simplifications now, even ahead of the effective date.

For an overview of the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds program 
including expanded use of eligible uses, see the U.S. Department of the Treasury website.

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule.pdf
https://www.naco.org/resources/featured/arpa-fiscal-recovery-fund
https://www.naco.org/sites/default/files/documents/NACo Legislative Analysis for Counties_American Rescue Plan Act of 2021_Final.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds
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Transformational Change

The American Rescue plan will deliver $350 
billion for state and local relief to respond to the 

COVID-19 emergency and bring back jobs.

Durham County Allocation: $62,445,275

City of Durham Allocation: $51,881,733



The Final Rule provides the following changes and new flexibility:

Allows counties to use up to $10 million in ARPA Recovery Funds for 

the provision of government services without having to go through a 

complicated “revenue loss” calculation.

NACo aggressively advocated for this provision to be included in the 

Final Rule, which was a significant part in the bipartisan State, Local, 

Tribal, and Territorial Fiscal Recovery, Infrastructure, and Disaster 

Relief Flexibility Act (S. 3011/H.R. 5735)

Allows Recovery Funds to be used for the modernization of 

cybersecurity for existing and new broadband infrastructure, including 

the modernization of hardware and software

Expands eligible uses for water and sewer projects to include culvert 

repair, dam and reservoir rehabilitation and storm water infrastructure, 

among others

Clarifies how counties can use Recovery Funds for certain capital 

expenditures to respond to public health and economic impacts

Streamlines options to provide premium pay by broadening the share 

of eligible workers

What is The Final Rule released by the U.S. 

Treasury Department?
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Questions and Discussion


